Dratarminers are particles placed before a noun phrass to define the idantity of the thing. The most important datarminer is the definite
article la (the).

La — definite article

The particle la shows that the speaker is refeming to a eartaln thing which is known to the person being spoken to.
Endings are not added to |a, neither J nor M-

la domo = that house that is known to you

la ela junuling = that attrective young woman who is known to you
la junuling] = those young women who &re known to you

la alta] monto) = those high mountains that are known to you

la rudain krajonojn = those red pencils that are known to you

In soma casea, the abbreviated apostrophe form I may be usad.
La is placed befora other epithats of the nown. If a prepgosition is present, it is placed bafore |a.

en la domo
2 la bala junuling

pri la aktaj domaoj

Individuals

‘When talking about individual persons or things (not about categories), la means that the speaker supposes that the listener knows about
the matter. La then means maore or less “you know what I'm talking about®.

The omession of |a (or of another detesminer) means that the speaker suppeaes that the Estener does not know about the matter. Leck of a
daterminer more of less means “you don't know who (what) I'm taking about”. The lack of & determiner can alse mean that the idently is not
important. Tharefore the oméssion of |a is st as imponant as the use of la.

La rozo apartenas al Teodoro. - The rese belongs o Theodor.
The speaker supposes that the listener can understand which rose s in question.

Al Teodoro apartenas roze. - To Theodor belongs a rosa.
Mow it k3 & rose which the Estener doesn® know.

Domo brulas! - A house is burning!

A single house is burning but the speaker isnt sure whether the listener knows which house is in question, or perhaps the speaker
himself dossnt know which house is buming.

La deme brulas! - The house is burning!
The speakar wants 1o et us know that now a certain house ks bumning which the Estener likely knows (maybe his homea).

‘enis multa] gasto] al via festo, &u ne? - Many guesis came to your party, isn't that so?

Altnough the guests are cartain individuats, here the phrase multa) gasio] ondy serves to inform about the number of guasts. Their
individual or group identity doesnt matter.

Prendously mentioned

Mormally something is known becauss it has been mentoned before. In that case, la means that something mentioned praviously is being
repaated. Mon-use of [a means that something new is being intreduced nto the story:

Mi havas grandan domon. La domo havas du etafjojn. - | have a large house. The house has two stones.

At the first mantion, the listaner doesan't yat know which hause is being refarrad to. Therefara, the speaker doesn't usa |a. At the
second menton, the speaker adds |a to show that the aforementioned house ks being referred to. If la were not used there, the listenar
would have to assume that a different house is being referred to, or that the phrase is about a houss in ganaral (any house at all).

En tiu & akatolo estas frukto. La frukte estas ronda. - There ks fruit in this box. The fruit is round.

Firat. frukto (fruit; without la) introduces a new thing. The listener knows that & fruit is present in the box. Later, the speaker can
continue talking about that same fruit waing the words |a frukio (the fruit).

i havas tri infanojn. La infano] ofte jojigas min. - | have three children. The children often give me joy.
La shows that we are talking again about the previously mentioned children,

Sur la strato ins trl vire). 1l aspektiz ksl fripono). Subite la tri fripone] malagens en bankon. Sajnis, ke la banko estas prvabota, -
Threa men were walking on the straat. They looked like crooks. Suddanly. the thrae crooks disappearad ino a bank. It seemed that
tive bank was going to be robbed.

Afar tha firet manton of tha theaa man and tha infrematon that thaw Innkad ke reoebe thawy Fan eimnbye ba caliad (a3 (00 freoennd ithe



After the first mention of the three men, and the information that they looked like crooks, they can simply be called la (b} frigono) (the
thrae crooks). The phrasa (a (in) fripono| serves, in this case, as a proper name for thasa three men. After the first mention of the
bank, it may be called la banko (the bank).

It ks not necessary to use the exact same words to be able to speak about the same thing with [a:

Tre malproksime da & tie lodis refo, kiu havis dek unu filejn kaj unu filinon, Elizon. La dek unu frate] iredis en la lermejon kun stalo
sur |a brusto kaj sabro &2 la flanko. - Very far away from here lived a king who had aleven sons and one daughter, Eliza. The elaven
brothers want to school with & star on their chest and & sabre at their side.

Although they weare first mentionsd using the woed filof, they can later ba referred 1o as la (dek unu) frato).

Mot directhy mentioned, surmisable

Often something s known because ancther matier, previously mentonead, aludes to its existence, or becauss the listener has the
nacessarny general knowladge.

Mi adsatis adton, sed la motoro ne funkcias. - | bought a car but the motor doesn® work.

The motor itselt was not previously mentioned, only the car, but becawse every car usually has a motor, the Estener will understand
that we're talking about the motor of the car just mentioned. One could also say fia motoro (its motor) which would be even clearer.

Mi mandas per la bude ka) flaras per la naze. - | eat with my mouth and smell with my mose.

The listener knows that the speaker s a persen, and that a person has a mouth and a noss. La buéo (the mouth) and |a nezo (the
nose} are therafore the same as mia budo (my mouth) and mia nazo (my nosa). The word |a could perhags be laft out, but in that case
it would sound as if the listener doulbted that a person has a mouth and a nose.

Fully described
A phrase can have an epithet or complemeant which makes it clear what is being talked about.

Jen loufas la éapelo de la patro. - Hare lies the hat of the father.

The addition of de la patro makes it chear wihich hat ks in gquestion. We are led to understand that there is only one hat that balongs to
the fathar. if we don't usa |z we would then supposa that it is ane of saveral hats belonging to the tathar.

Por la hediada tage mé ricevis duoblan pagon. - For today, | received double pay.

The apithet hodada fully explaine which day s being discussed.

Mi redonas al vi la monon, kiun vi pruntis al mi. - | am giving you back the monay, which you loaned to me.
The phrase kun i pruntis al me fully explains which money we are talking about.

Mi vojades al la urbo Pekino. - | traveled to the city Beljing.
The name Fekne (Baijing) fully identfies the city.

Diractiy ssen

Something may be known because the Estener has directly seen it or otherwiae noticed it.

La domo estas vere bela. - The house is really beautiful.
One can say it this way when the interlocutors have both seen the house.

La flera] odoras tre bone. - The flowers amell very good.

It can be sakd this way when the listener himself seas or amels the flowers and therefore easily understands which flowers are being
talkked about.

Generally known, unigue

A thing can be known because it is totally unigue, because only one thing Bke that exists, or because it is so significant or special that we
could ba refarring ondy to it

La élelo estas blua. - The sky is blus.
Ewaryone knows that a sky exists. It may therefore be called, simply, la Gielo (the sky).

La prezidanto de Usono dins, ka... - The prasident of the United States said that. ..

The speaker supposes that the listener knowa that the United States has a president, and only one. Therefore, it is possible simply to
refar to la prezidente de Usono.

Categories

Often a noun ks used 1o talk about & species, a type, of B category 1o say kia (what kind) it ks. This can b= done in various ways: without la.
with [a, singular or plural. Often i can be usaed in any form according fo personal style or tasta.

Blmot nftan datarmeanars ara | 1ead wihan talkcinn alved anaras tvnas o catannrdas e as if wa ranardasd the whnles anacias ge Ane ik mesaT



Maost often determiners are used when talking about spacies, types, or categories. It is as if we regarded the whole spacies as one unknown
individual or examgle, or as an ndividual whose identy doesn't matter.

Leono eatas besto. - A lion = an animal.
One wishes 1o say, that a lion is ona of many species of animal, not & plant or othar thing.

Rozo astas floro ka) kelombo estas birdo. - A rose is a flower and a dove is & bird.
Thase are types, not individuals.

Karlo estas kuraciste. - Charles is a doctor.
The word kuracisio does not serve to identity, but to say which profession Charles has.

Elizabeto estas patrine de tri infano]. - Elisabeth ks the mother of three children.
The phrase patring de irl infanoj ks used not 1o show who Elisabeth i, but to tell what kind of person she k.

Alvo bolas @ cent grado). - Water boils at one hundred degraes Celsius.
One doea not speak about a certain collection of water, but about the substance generally.

Sometimes we look at the species as one imagmary known individual and use la. This is quite commaon in a fosmal o philosophical style. On
those cocasions it is clear that the entire spacies ks meant.

La gitare estas fre populara instrumento. - The guitar is a very popular instrument.
A type of ingtrument is presented as if it were referring 1o a specific known instrument. Another possibility ks: Gitaro estas...

La kato praferas varman kiimaton. - The cat prefars a warm cimate.
A type of animal is presented as one known individweal animal. You could also say: Kato preferas. ..

La wurso trovifjas ka) en Edropo kaj en Amerike. - Bears are found both in Europe and in America.
The statement woubdnt be valid for & single bear. Theratore one can't say: Urso trovifas kalen Edropo kal en Amacko,

La sajule havas siapn olulojn en la kapo, kaj la malsagule ras en mallumo. La safjulo = &iuj safulo). Le malsafulo = &iu] malsafulo).
- The wise man has his eyes in his head, and the fool walks in darkness. The wise man = all wise men. La fool = all fools.

If the moun is used as a predicate, then be sure not to use la,if we are only talking about the category: Karlo estas advekato. If we say Karlo
esias la advokato, then the meaning ks "Karlo is this certain lawyer whom you know" or "Hare is this lawyer about whom we are speaking”

or simiarky.

It we refer o someathing countabde then we can alse represent the species or category with a plural word. When taking about species the
difference between singular and plurgl is oftan inconsequential.

Leono] estas besto). = Leono estas besto.
Rozo] estas floro] ka) kolombo] estas birda).

La leono| estas bestoj.

La rozo| estas floro) kaj la kelombao] eatas birda).

Prohibition of la

Don't use la with a sentence element which alreedy has another determiner. Other determiners are possessive pronouns, comelatives
ending in U, A or ES, the particla ambal, and the partially datarminng unu:

Mia dorso doloras. - My back hurs.
Moi: La-mila dorsc doloras-{But it is possible to say la miafvia..., if it is not followed by a noun.)

Tiu doma estes granda. - That house is big.

Mot: La-thu.domo estas granda.

Ciluj gasto) jam venis. - AN the guests have already come.

Mot-Clujla-gasiol iam vanis- Naither: La-&luj-gasiol lam venis.

Mi 8atas €lajn legomajn. - | like all kinds of wegetables.

Mot: b Satas la Elajn lagomoin,

Kies gasto mi estas, tles feston mi festas. - Whomever | am a guest of, that person's feast | celebrate.
MNoi: La kles gasic. e thes fastc.

Mi legis ambai Borojn. - | read both books.

Mot begia la ambad librojn. Neitherddi beges ambal la librojn.

Don't use la before the vocative:



Don't use la before the vocative:

Kelnero, alporu al mi glasen da blero! - Waiter, bring me & glass of beer!
Don't say: La-kelnero,-alporu..

La instead of a possessive pronoun

The word la (the) i often used instead of a possessive pronoun, if the context clearly shows who the owner is. This happens especially
often when speaking about relatives and paris of the body:

Li levis la kapon. = Li levis sian kapon. - He liftad the head = Hea lifted his head.

Mi maontris per la fingre, leen |l . = __per mia fingro... - | pointed with the finger where he should go. =._with my finger...
&ilavis &l si la pledojn. = §i lavis sign piadajn. - She washed to hersalf the feet. = She washed her feet.

Cu Karlo vanis kun la patre? = ._kun sis patro? - Did Karlo coma with the tather? = __with his father?

Dwru al la patra, ke mi estas diliganta. La patre = mia patra (la patro de la paralanto)
- Tall the father that | am diigent. The father = my father (the father of the speaker).

However, oftan the words Patro and Patrino (with initial capital lether) is used without |a as if it wera a proper nama.

Lala instead of Ciujéiuj{4}

Whan there is no chance of mésunderstanding you can use (3 instead of &iuj:

La gasto] eksidis &2 |a tablo. = Ciuj gasto) eksidis... - The guests took their seats at the table. =All gussts took ther seats...

Li-vespere la Anglo| prezentos teatrajon en la kongresejo. La Anglo| = &iuj Anglof. - This evening the English will present a play in the
comgress hall. The English = all English. (guests, participants eic)

The situation (congress) however Bmits the meaning of &iuj Anglol. We are talking about (more or less) all the English peopla who are
participating in the congrass, and not about all the English peopla in the word.

La before names of languages

La is used before names of languages that consist of an adjective and the woed lingve (language) (this word is often understood and left

unstated). La is used bacause languages are seen as baing unique: la Angla (ngvo), la Cina (Engva), la Nederanda (lingva) ete. But la
shouldnt be used with names of the few languages that have & name in the form of a noun, .9. Esperanta, Sanaknto, lde, Volapuko ate.

La before plej and malple]
With ple) or malplej, we'ra normally telking about something unigue so la is used:

La malfelia infano forkuris kaj kagis sin en la ple] proksima arbaro. - The unhappy child ran off ka) hid (hmsstthersalf} in the
nearast forast.

Li estas tre kredema: ef la ple] nekredeblajn aferc|n, kiujn rakontas al li la ple] nekredinda] homa), § tu) kredas. - He is vary
gullibla: even the most incredible things that he ks fold by the most noncredible pecple, he believes nght away.

When comparing twe ftems or two groups then we usually use la (mallph instead of la (maljple):

Unu vidvino havis du filinojn. La pll maljuna [fénc] estis tiel simia al la patrine per sla karaktero kaj vizago, ke &iu, lou &in vidia, povis
paned, ke B vidas la patrinon. - One widow had two daughters. The oldest (daughtar) was so similar to the mother in her character and
face, that everyons who saw her could think that he saw the mather.

Sometimes ple| does not present anything unique, but rather shows a higher level of quality or manner. in that case don't use la:

EE wulpo ple] ruza fine estas kaptata. - Even the slyest fox s caught in the end.
‘W are not talking about & certain, known fox, but about any fox that is extramealy sly.

Li estas ple] laca an la mateno. - He is most tired in the morming.
This ks not a comparison betwean different people, but a comparison of the different types of iredness of one person aver time.

Kiu venas plej frue, sidas ple] ue. - Whoever comea earbast, sits most pleasanthy. (First coma, first serva.)
Plej does not stand in front & nown sentence alement but in front of an adverbial sentence element.

La with proper nouns

Do not use la with & words which are defined as proper nounsa (names), because these names are clearly defined by themseheas:



This ks not a comparison betwean different people, but a comparison of the different types of tiredness of one person aver time.

Kiu venas ple| frue, sidas ple] gue. - Whoever comes earlest, sits most pleasantty. (First come, first serva.)
Plej does not stand in front & nown sentence alemsant but in front of an adverblal sentence element.

La with proper nouns
Do not use la with a words which are defined as proper mouns (namas), because these namas are clearly defined by themsehes:

Pasintjare mi vojafjis al Kanado. - Last year | fraveled to Canada.
Don't say: ~alls Kanado.

Kige estas Franclsko? - Where is Francisko?
Dont say: Kie-estasla Francieko?

With ondinary words that becomsa proper nouns we usually do use la becawse those words are not of themesalvas defined.

Kaj tiam la Mokte difs: "Tenu vin dekstre kaj eniru en la malluman pinarbaron, mi vidis, ke tien forirs la Morte kun via malgranda
infanc.® - And then Night said: "Keep to the right and go into the dark pine forest. | saw that Daath went thera with your little child.”

I fabdas, night and death play the role of people with names (shown by the capitalization), but nokio and morto are ordinary nouns
and require la.

When an ordinary proper noun has an adjective as epithet, and if this adjective is not itself part of the propar noun, we normally da usa la.
This ks done mainky when there ks a cholce (real or imagined) among several thinga with the same name:

Duobla manirigis la bddo da Vanaro, da la surtera Veners. - Twice ks shown the plcture of Venus, of tha tarrestrial Vienus.

\enus ks the proper name of a godess. First Venero appears without la according 1o the kasic rules for normal proper nouns. Then we
hawve the epithet surtara (terrestrial) and we have to use a to show definiteness. It is as if there were two different Venuses, the
heavenly Venus and the terrestrial Venus.

Ciuj konas Lendenon, la &sfurbon de Britio, sed ne &y konas la allajn Londenejn en Usono kaj Kanado. - Evaryone knows London,
the capital of Britain, but not everyone knows the ather Londons inthe United States and Canada.

Londono {Lomdon) does not hawe |a. The expression alia) Londono| (other Londons), howeaver, has the epithet aliaj (other), and
therefora also gets the word |a.

Multa] vizitis Londonon, la éefurbon de Britio, sed mi vizitis ankad allajn Londonojn. - Many have visited London, the capital of Britain,
but | have alsa visited other Londons.

Here alse Londono has an epithet, but we don't use |a because wa are not dealing with all other Londons, and the listener atso can't
o precisely about which London we are talking.

Determiners other than la can appear before any kind of proger noun, but those types of expressions are rarely needed.

Ha, tie vi eatas, mia Elizabeto! - Ah, there you ara, my Elzabeth!

Cu i sentas teruron antad thu Karole? - Are you tarrifisd of Karolo?

Partially determining unu

Some languages use a special indefinite article, which is often a word similar 1o the numeral unu (one). The word "a" is the indefinite aricls
in Englah. However, an indefinite article doesn't exist &t &ll in Esperanto. Complete indefiniteness is shown through simple non-use of a
daterminer. But some use unu as a partially defining article. This usage of unu doesnt show number, but individuality. It shows that we
are refarring 1o someathing that is unknown to the listener, but known to the speaker:

Unu vidvine havis du flinogn. - One widow had two daughters.
The beginning of a fable. At this point, only the storytellar knows: the widow.

Unu vesperan farijiz granda wagans. - Ona evening thare was a largs hurricane.

The partially defining articke unu, however, ks never reguired. It adds nuance, and it can be waed according to need.
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