The particle po shows distribution of quanttias. It is tradtionally classified as a preposition, but mamny use it as a particle with adearbial
gualities.

Po has meaning ondy in relation to a member or quantity. Theretore, after po there must always be a numiser word or an expression of
quantity: po kvin (oy'at a rate of five), po dak (by'at a rate of ten), po dudek md (by/at a rate of twenty thousand), po multe (by/at a rate of
many), po kiom (by/at a rate of how many), po miono (by/at a rate of a milion), po duono (oy/'at a rate of half), pe lom (by/at a rate of &
few), po plura) (byfat a rate of several), po paro (oy/'at a rate of & pair), po egalaj parioj (by/at a rate of equal paris], and so forth. Sometimes.
tihe quantity is understood through context: po pome = po unu pomo (by'at & rate of [onefan] apple), po tutaj botelo] = po plure) tuta) botela)
(by/at a rate of [several) whols bottles).

Fo shows a portion of something, which is somehow distributed among several people, several things, sevaral bocations, or & similar

situation. Ome portion belongs to each of the varnows things. To detarmine the whole quantity, the whols numiber, the po guantity should be
muftiplied by a numiber. This number depends on the context:

Por miaj kvar infano) mi atstis dek du pomojn, kaj al &iu & la nfano] mi donés po trl pomoj. - For my four children | bought twelve
apples, and to each one of the children | gave three apples.

3 applas timeas 4 = 12 apples. Note, that the result shows applea, not children. We multiplied 3 apples by the number of tha children,
but the result ks definitely 12 apples, not 12 children. The result of thés calculation akways relates to whatever Is indicated by the po
BEpression.

Tie estis viro tre althreaka, kiu havis sur la manoj kaj sur la piedoj po ses fingraj. sume dudek kvar. - The very tall man who was thara
had, on his hands and on his feat, six fingers eaach, a total of twanty-four.

6 fingers tmes 4 (2 hands + 2 fest] = 24 fingers.

Tiu & Bono hawas sesdek padofn; tial, se mi legos en £iu tago po dek kvin pafo), mi finos la tutan libron en kvar tagaj. - This book has
sixty pages; that's why, if | read at a rate of 15 pages in each day, | wil finish the whole book in four days.

15 pages times 4 = 60 pages.

Si micavis lecionojn po dek adroj por horo. - She raceived kessons at tha rate of ten suros per hour.
If thie bessons lasted a total of, for examgple, 4 hours, the cost was: 10 euros imes 4 = 40 euros.

Dwme la gasto frinkis po glaseto da vino. - In the meantime, the guests drank a glass of wine each.

Hera, tha word unu (ona) ks understood theough context: .. po unu glaseto... (at a rate of one small glass). If there wara, for example,
10 guests, there were a total of 10 glasses as well.

Mi fumadis cigaredoyn po dudek kvin rubloj por cento. - | smokad cigareties at a rate of twenty-five rubles per hundred.

A hundred of those cigarettes cost 25 rubles. For five hundred of those cigarettes, the cost was therefore: 25 rubles times 5= 125
rubles.

El &iuj vivajoj, & fu kamo, enkonduku po unu pare el S en la arkeon, ke B restu viva) kun vi. - From all living things, from all fiesh,
lead ona pair of each ino the ank, that they stay alive with you.

If thare wara, for exampla, 1000 types of animals, there would be 2 animals (one pair) tmes 1000 = 2000 animals (1000 pairs).

La wbestre aranfjas grandajn tagmandgojn, kie la vine estas trinkata po tuta] botele]. = .._po plura) tuta] batelo). - The meyor arranged
large meals, where the wine was drunk by the bottla. = ._.at the rate of many whale bottles.

In every lunch, many comglete bottles are drunk.

In the preceding examples, po is used 85 A preposition. In the explanations on the nuances of numbers, there are examples in which po is
usad like an advarb.

Incorrect use of po

Po ia often put before the wrong kind of expression. Here ia a typical exampla:

T sl .
The speaker mtends to say that ewver ymatre of the cloth costs ten dollars, but that is incorect. Here, po must relate to the word unu —
po wnu mafro, understood through context. Therefore, the calculation becomea: 1 metre times 10 (the number of dollers) = 10 metres.
In the sentence, po alse appears before the expression (unu) metro ([one] metre). The result of the calculation is therefore ten matres,
not ten dollars. Thosa ten metres of cloth cost one dollar. That was probably not the intended meaning.

A correct usage is:

Tiu & &tofo kostas po dek dolaroyn por metro. - This material costs ten dolars a meter.

If thare ks for axample 5 maters, the calculation becomes: 10 dolors tmes 5 = 50 dollars. Mow, the result shows dollars, because po (at
e rate of) stands before the words dek dolaro) (ten dollars).

In these sorts of sentences, many languages use only one word 1o express distiibution. This word ks placed before matro (metra). Some
people confuse po with these words, which have a completely different meaning than po. In Esperanto, these meanings are expressad with
two words -- po (at & rate of) and one other. The other word i often por (for), but depending on the context, other prepasitions {or &n
adwverial form) may be used. In the preceding example, the expressions lald metro or metre would also be possible.

Also note the differences between the following sentances:



Also note the differences between the following sentances:

La aldio veturis pe dek kilometrogn en kvin horoj. - The car drove at a rate of ten kilometars an hour for five hours.
The car drove a total of 5 hours, and it drove a total of 50 kilometers. (10 kilometers tmes 5 = 50 kilometers.)

La adto veturis dek kilomeatrojn en po kvin horoj. - The car drove ten kilometers at a rate of five hours a kilometar.
The car drove a total of 10 kilometers, and that lasted a total of 50 howrs (5 hours imes 10 = 50 hours).

Formulas with a fractional hyphen

Formula Pronunciation

205%g po dudek dolara] per kilagramao

120 kmdh po cent dudek kilometraj endper horo

2 MMNSm2 po du maganaldtono suripar keadratmetra

The word po is also often used together with an adverb: po 120 kilometro) hore.

Po can someatimes be laft cut in this type of axpreasion, with an addtion of &iu (every) as necessary, for example: cent dudek klomaetro;
porfen (&u) horo (120 kilemetrea per hour), dudek dolaroj por () kilegramo (20 dollars per kilogram], du meganeditono] pos/sur (&)
kvadratmetre (2 meganewlons per square matre).



