The word elements O, A, E, |, AS, IS, OS5, US and U are word class endings. They are very important for word building. There are also the endings | and M. They are not
important in word building.

Particles are already words by themselves:por, mi, jam, e, tiam, anstatad, je, jes and others.
Most word elements are roots. Each roots in itself has a meaning, but a root can't appear by itself as a word. It needs a word class ending.

* Some roots show people, persons ie.: AMIK, TAJLOR, INFAN, PATR, SINJOR, VIR...

= Other roots indicate animals,ie.: AMIK, TAJLOR, INFAN, PATR, SINJOR, VIR...

s Qthers are plants,ie..ARB, FLOR, ROZ, HERB, ABI, TRITIK...

* Some roots are tools,ie.: KRAJON, BROS, FORK, MASIN, PINGL, TELEFON...

* Many roots are names of actions, ie.:DIR, FAR, LABOR, MOV, VEN, FRAP, LUD...

* Other roots are names of characteristics or qualities ie..BEL, BON, GRAV, RUG, VARM, GUST, PRET...

There are many different groups and categories, not just the ones just mentioned. Some roots are difficult to classify, some have several meanings, others has a very
special meaning, but all have some kind of meaning.

To use the root correctly with various endings, it's important to understand the root's meaning. The importance of the root's meaning is shown effectively with the classic
example of the roots KOMB (comb) and BROS (brush).

The two verbs kombi (to comb) and brosi (to brush) have very similar meanings. They both show an action, and the two actions are very similar. But if you turn them into
nouns, they are suddenly completely different.

kombo = the act of combing

broso = tool used for brushing

The explanation for this drastic change is the fact that the roots already have meanings. KOMB (comb) is the name of a certain action, while BROS (brush) is the name of a
certain implement. Therefore, with O-endings, they represent the names of an action and an implement, respectively — very different things. But with a verb ending, they

both have the meaning of an action. In this case, KOMB hardly changes, because itis already an action, by nature. BROS, though, changes, and shows the action that one
normally does with a brush.

If a noun is desired for the action that one does with a brush, a compound word must be used: bros-ad-o. Similarly, if you need a word for the tool used for combing, a
compound form must also be used: komb-il-o.

There are many of these root pairs where the meaning of the verb form is similar while the O-form is different. The explanation in every case is that the meaning of the
roots is different. Here are some examples: bati — marteli, haki — pio¢i, servi — sklavi, kudri — tajlori, regi — regi, kaperi — pirati, viziti — gasti. Similarly one can find pairs
where the A-form is similar while the O-form is different, e.g.: eleganta — danda, nobla — nobela, lerta — majstra, kuraga — heroa, proksima — najbara, doléa — miela.
Check out the meaning of the corresponding O-form in a dictionary.

One can say that there are various basic words which are a departure point for word building. With BROS/ we start with the basic word broso which is the name of the tool
from which we can form the verb brosi (by changing the O to I). However with KOMB/ the basic word is kombi{which of course names an action.) From kombi we can create
a noun denoting an action kombo (by replacing the | with O), and the word for the appropriate tool, kombilo (by adding the suffix IL and an O-ending.)

Action roots are often called verbal roots or roots with verbal characteristics, because we easily see the verb as the underlying form. Therefore action roots normally
appear in dictionaries in verbal form.



Roots of quality are often called adjectival or having adjective characteristics because we see the A-ending as its basic form. Therefore roots of quality are normally
shown as adjectives in dictionaries. Also roots which most often appear with the E-ending are traditionally called adjectival.

Roots neither of quality nor of action are often called substantives or nounlike. They are normally shown as nouns in dictionaries.

O-ending

The ending O does not add anything to the meaning of the root. A noun is simply the name of a particular thing.

amiko, tajloro = names of various people
krajono, broso = names of various toals
diro, faro = names of various actions

belo, bono = names of various qualities.

A-ending

The ending A shows that the word is used to describe something. A = "related to the thing in question, like the thing, etc.:

amika = like a friend, relating to a friend..
cevala = like a horse, relating to a horse.
dira = relating to the act of saying, done by saying...

bela = having the quality of beauty

When the root of an adjective has the meaning of a quality, the adjective normally shows a quality. Those adjectives don't vary much according to context:

bona mango = "food characterized by goodness”
rapida adto = "car characterized by speed”
okazajo stranga = "occurrence characterized by strangeness”

ruga domo = "house having red as a characteristic (as a colour)”



When the root of an adjective doesn't have the meaning of a quality, the adjective can be used to show different kinds of descriptions. Generally, the meaning of adjectives
of that sort varies greatly with context:

rega konduto = "conduct befitting a king, regal conduct”

rega persono = "person who is the king, person of a royal family" etc.

rega palaco = "palace belonging to the king" (royal palace)

When the root of an adjective has the meaning of an action, the adjective can have a wide range of meanings. It can mean "related to the action in question”, and so forth.
Adjectives of that type can also be similar to -ANT- participles or -INT- participles with an A-ending:

nutra problemo (nutritional problem) = "problem with nutrition” — Nutra shows the topic.

nutra mangajo = "food which can nourish, which has nutritional characteristics, nourishing food"

tima homo = "person who is often fearful, person characterized by fear, person prone to fear"

tima krio = "cry of fear”

Some of those adjectives, however, have a very specific meaning to describe quality.

fiksi = "firmly immobilize" {fix, fasten, attach) — fiksa = "firmly unmoving, either because it has been attached, or of its own accord”
falsi = "to make an unauthentic copy” (counterfeit, falsify) — falsa = "untrue, unauthentic, falsified" (counterfeit)
kasi = "to put or keep out of sight" (hide) — ka5a = "not in sight, either on its own, or because someone has hidden it" (hidden)

kompliki = "to complicate” — komplika = "disagreeably not simple, either because someone made it complicated, or because it was already so from the beginning"
{or "such that it makes something complicated")

korekti = ""to make free from error” (to correct) — korekta = "free from error, either originally or after correction” (or pertaining to the act of correcting")

Some of these types of ajdectives are similar to the passive participle: komplika = komplikita. In the simple adjectival form the action of the root is either of no interest, or it
didn't occur; only the guality is important. Sometimes the quality exists entirely by itself. The corresponding participle forms always show that this action did occur or is
occurring.

Many think that some of these adjectives, especially korekta should be avoided when used to to describe a characteristic. Some even think that this usage is downright
wrong. According to them komplika should only mean "being complicated” or “relating to complexity”, and korekta, according to them, should only mean “in the act of
correcting” or “realted to correction”. But some of these adjective are never critized, althoug they are quite similar. However this type of word building has been familiar to



Esperanto since the beginning, and abundant examples exist from many authors from Zamenhof to the present. In some cases the ambiguity of these type of adjectives
could cause misunderstanding, and at that time one should reword the sentence, but this is also the case for any word with several meanings. The roots of these adjectives
are action roots, but because the meaning is one of quality one might think that the roots are qualitative. In that case there is the risk of erroneously adding and 1G-suffix
to the simple verb forms using kasigi instead of kasi, komplikigi instead of kompliki, korektigi instead of korekti, etc. These IG-forms do however have another very specific
meaning: kasigi = "to make someone hide something”, vekigi = get someone to wake somebody”, komplikigi = “to cause somebody to complicate something” etc. One
should also not think that the simple verb forms have the meaning of “being so”. Korekti does not mean “to be error free”, but “to make error free”. Kompliki doesn not
mean "to be unnecesarily complicated”, but “to make unnecessarily complicated”.

E-ending

Word creation by using the E-ending is very similar to the use of the A-ending. E = "relating to the matter, in that way" etc.:

tajlore = in the way of a tailor, relating to a tailor

krajone = in the way of a pencil, similar to a pencil, with a pencil (by means of)
labore = relating to work, through labour.

blanke = in the manner of the white colour.

veturi rapide = "drive with high speed"”

strange granda = "big in a strange manner"”

ruge farbita = "painted red"

rege konduti = "to conduct oneself in the manner of a king”
rege rica = "as rich as a king, rich in a regal manner"

logi urbe = "to live in a city"

okazi tage = "occur in the day”

konduti time = "behaving with fear, characterized by fear, showing fear, fearing”

Verb endings

| = "to perform a certain action {or be in a certain state) which closely relates to the meaning of the root". (The ending | here represents all verbal endings: I,A5,15,05,US and
u.)



An action root with a verb ending always has its own particular meaning:

KUR — kuri = to perform the action of running

KOMSTRU — konstrui = perform the action of "construction”

Verbs made from a non-action root shows an action which somehow is close to the meaning of the root. Sometimes it is quite obvious what this action is, but sometimes

one might hesitate. With many non-action roots tradition has already determined the meaning resulting from the addition of the verbal ending, but some roots are not
being used in a verbal form and it has not been decided what meaning they would have as a verb.

If a root in itself shows guality or state, the resulting verb normally means "to be like that" or "to act with that quality”:

RAPID — rapidi = to act quickly

AKTIV — aktivi = to act actively, to be active

Normally that type of verb does not mean "become such” or "cause such”. With qualitative or stative roots one uses the suffixes |G and |G to come up with that meaning.

If the root shows a tool, or appliance or something similar, the verb normally means "to use that tool in its customary purpose™:

BROS — brosi = to use a brush (for its designated purpose)

AUT — alti = to go by car

If the root shows a substance, the verb normally means "to provide that substance™

AKV — akvi = to provide with water, to pour water (on something)

OR — ori = to cover with gold

With these types of words the suffix UM is sometimes used unnecessarily.

If the root shows a person, a human being, the root normally means "to act like that person”, "to play the part of that person™

TAJLOR — tajlori = to work as a tailor, to sew like a tailor

GAST — gasti = to be a guest (at someone's house), to live as a guest



Roots designating animals and various phenomena related roots in their verb form take on the meaning "to act like this animal or phenomenon":

HUMND — hundi = to act like a dog, to live like a dog
SERPENT — serpenti = to go like a snake

OMND — ondi = to make wavelike motions

Many roots of various types receive a verbal meaning, which can only be explained by the most general rule that their verbal meaning is somehow closely related to the
meaning of the root.

FIS — fisi = to try and catch fish, to fish
POST — poéti = to mail (ie. a letter) at the post office

ORIENT — orienti = to decide on or to fix a position (of something) in relation the the east

Specifying preceding elements

One often combines roots (and particles) to create compound words. The most commaon type of compound word we call here a combination. Such a words consists of
two parts: a main element which gives the general meaning of the word, and the specifying preceding element, which particularizes the general meaning.

Out of the main element 5IP we can make, for example, the following combinations (always with a "neutral” O-ending):

vaporsipo = type of ship, namely the type which is propelled by steam. [steamship]
balensipo = type of ship especially constructed for hunting whales.

aersipo =type of ship which goes in the air instead of on water. [airship]

The basic meaning of these combinations is always "ship". With various preceding elements we can distinguish different types of ships. The preceding elements are guite
diverse. VAPOR shows the manner in which this type of ship is propelled, BALEN shows the end use of this type of ship, while AER shows location where it is used.

More often than not the preceding element distinguihes different species. Sometimes, however, it is not a question of species or type but of part of the main element,ie.:
antalbrako {forearm)= "that part of the arm which is closest to the front of the body"; Orient-Eldropo (Eastern Europe) = "the eastern part of Europe.”

A combination behaves just like a single root. It can take any kind of ending: vaporsipo, vaporsipa, vaporsipe, vaporsipi; rondiro, rondira, rondire, rondiri; piediro, piedira,
piedire, piediri; helrugo, helruga, helruge, helrugi.



Mew combinations can be made out of the combinations themselves:

vaporéipasocio = "association concerned with steamships.” The main element is the root ASOCI. The specifying preceding element is the combination VAPORSIP.
vaporipasociano = "member of a steamship association.” The main element is the root AN. The preceding element is the combination VAPORSIPASOCI.

sargvaporsipo = "steamship used to transport cargo”. The main element is the combination VAPORSIP. The preceding element is the root SARG.

Combinations of several roots can theoretically result in multiple meanings. There is no grammar rule which makes it clear that Sargvaporsipo is a Sarg-vaporsipo (a
steamship for cargo) and not a Sargvapor-Sipo ("a ship which somehow relates to cargosteam, which is nonsense.) Through your own analysis you have to decide which of
the theoretical possibilities is the correct one. Confusion on this point is rare in practice. In writing one can use a hyphen for clarity, as in 5arg-vaporsipo. Generally,

combinations with more than three or four roots can be too difficult. Instead of vapersipasocimembrokurvenejo you might preferably say kunvenejo por membroj de
vaporsipasocio.

Interlinking endings
After a specifying preceding element you can put a linking O-ending to facilitate pronunciation or understanding of the combination:pusoSipo, aerodipo, sangorugo etc.

One does not use a linking element in those combinations where a preceding element most naturally becomes an adjective when separating the combination, ie. dikfingro
{thumb) = "type of finger which usually is thicker dika than the other fingers." It is hardly possible to explain the meaning in a natural manner using the word diko.
Therefore we don't say dikefingre, nor dikafingro, but when needed dika fingro. The same thing occurs with action words where the specifying preceding element shows a
quality which results from the action: rugfarbi — farbi ruga, farbi tiel ke io farigas ruga; plenstopi — Stopi plena. In these combinations also one does not use a linking
element. Also in combinations of action where the preceding element shows the manner of the action, one usually does not use the linking element, but instead separates
the combination when necessary: ladtlegi — legi ladte.

Forms like nigra-blanka are not combinations, but two separate words written together to give a special nuance .

If the preceding element is a particle (a word which does not take an ending) one normally does not use a linking element. As required one may,however, use a linking E-
ending: postsigno — postesigno(makes pronunciation easier), postulo — posteulo{makes comprehension easier). This however happens very rarely.

A preceding element consisting of a particle can have endings other than E, but only when that adds necessary meaning: unuaeco [uniqueness] = "the quality is unigue”
{unueco [unity] = "the quality is like one"), antadeniri = "to go forward” (antaliri = "to go before something"). The link EN (E+N) is used sometimes also used with preceding
elements from roots: supreniro, Cieleniro (or Cieliro), hejmenvojago (or hejmvojago).

E as a linking ending occurs sometimes when the preceding element is the root MULT:multe-nombro.

In combinations made up of an action root plus POV VOL, or DEV, one normally uses "1" as a linking ending:pagipova, vivivola, pagideva. It is better to explains these forms
as phrase words. One can also use O in those words: pagopova, vivovola, pagodeva. Then they are combinations, but O en these types of words is not as customary. In
principle one could also use them without any linking element at all: pagpova, vivwola, pagdeva, but those forms are hardly used in practice.

If the main element is a suffix, or if the preceding element is a prefix, then one does not use the linking ending .

In another type of compound, the phraseword, one uses a linking element (interfix) according to other rules.

Particles in combinations
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Some particles are often used with endings. These combinations can also take a specifying preceding element.

mil — milo — jarmilo - thousand —one thousand —millenium
= literallly "a thousand of years". In English we have this construction only in the plural "thousands of years". A synonym is miljaro)

jes — jeso — kapjeso - yes —affirmative — an affirmative nod
=approval using the head (nod of the head)

Explanatory combinations

Often the meaning of a combination can be explained by a preposition:

aerSipo = "ship for the air"
lignotablo = "table out of wood”
skribtablo = "table for writing”

piediro = "going by feet"

But not all combinations can be explained like that. S5ome need a more complicated explanation:

<vaporiipo = "ship propelled by steam™ ("ship of/by ...steam” doesn’t make sense).
dikfingro = "digit of the type which is normally thicker than the other fingers" {"finger of thickness" is nonsense).

sovaghbesto = "that type of animal characterized by its wildness" ("animal of wildness" makes no sense).

Many unexpressed ideas can be hidden in a compound word. The compound consists of a combination of a main element, which gives the basic meaning, and a preceding
element which shows some type of characterization, but the combination is not the full definition of the meaning. In effect, the meaning of a combination depends not

only on the meaning of its parts, but also on the tradition of the language.

One often hesitates, for example, between lada skatolo and ladskatolo, sovaga besto and sovaghesto, dikfingro and dika fingro. Often it is possible to use either form
regardless, but there is nevertheless an essential difference between a combination and the two word expression with adjective and noun. When using a combination you
are creating a word for a special idea, for a certain type of thing. You are showing some idea which for some reason is regarded as different and in need of a separate
word. On the other hand, when a noun is used with an epithet we are showing only an occasional or fortuitous characteristic,

Lada skatolo is a can of any or every type. This can "by chance” somehow relates to tin. How it relates to tin can only be shown through the context. Perhaps it is
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made out of tin, maybe it contains tin etc. Lada skatolo however is a certain type of can. The precise meaning of ladskatolo has been decided by the tradition of the
language: "hermetically sealed can of tin, in which food or drink is preserved.”

Sovaga besto is (one) animal which "happens to be" wild. Whether this is its normal state is not known.Sovagbesto is a certain species of animal characterized by
wildness i.e. an animal not usually domesticated.

Dikfingro [lit. "thick finger" =thumb] is a type of digit so named because it is normally thicker than the other digits. Dika fingro is any one of the digits (thumb, index
finger, middle finger, ring finger or pinky) which happen to be thick. An individual thumb may be thick or thin, but it's still called "dikfingro".

So a specifying preceding element shows the characteristics of the species or type, not of the individual. An epithet usually describes the individual but may also describe
the species depending on context. Therefore one can also use epithets to name species. One can say dika fingro instead of dikfingro. One can say vapora Sipo instead of
vaporsipo. It is possible to say sovaga besto instead of sovagbesto. But it doesn't work the other way around because not every dika fingro is a dikfingro, not every vapora
Sipo is a vaporsipo, and not every sovaga besto is a sovagbesto.

There is often the misunderstanding that one cannot make a compound inwhich the preceding element is a root of characteristic. In fact, such words are constantly being
formed, for example:altlernejo, altforno, dikfingro, sekvinberoj, solinfano, sovagbesto, sanktoleo, and many others. They are all correct. But one cannot simply shove
together a noun with an adjectival epithet if one does not intend to create a more specialized meaning. Don't say belfloro if you simply mean bela floro.

Many think that one cannot create combinations whose main element shows action while the preceding element shows an object of that action, for example:leterskribi,
votdoni, domkonstrui. This however is not correct. In these combinations the preceding element is not an ordinary object, but shows a characteristic of a type of action.
These types of combinations differ significantly from the two word combinations skribi letero{j)n, doni voco(jjn etc. In skribi leteron the grammatical object shows a
concrete object which results from writing, while in leterskribi LETER only characterizes the type of writing. The meaning of some similar verbs have a nuance of attempt:
fiskapti = "to try and catch fish". Those type of verbs can be explained as frazetvortojn. (short phrases condensed into a word)

Making a short phrase into a word

A phrase (any group of words belonging together)can be shoved together into a compound by addition of some following element. The result is a frazetvorto (phrase-
word). From the original phrase only the most important words are retained. Endings and other less important elements are usually dropped off. For ease of pronunciation
or comprehension one may however preserve the word class ending of the original phrase, but J-endings and N-endings are not kept.

sur tablo — [sur tablo]-A — surtabla - on a table — located on the table

inter (la) nacioj — [inter nacioj]-A — internacia - between {(among)the nations —international

dum unu tago — [unu tago)-A — unutaga - during one day — ephemeral

en la unua tago — [unua tago]-A — unuataga - in the first day — first-day

sur tiu flanko — [tiu flanko]-E — tiuflanke - on that side —tiuflanke

sur tiu & flanko — [€i flanko]-E — &i-flanke - on this side —Ei-flanke

en tiu maniero — [tiu maniero]-E — tiumaniere - in that manner — tiumaniere



en tiu &i maniero — [ maniero]-E — €i-maniere - in this manner — Ei-maniere

Li staris tutan horon apud la fenestro. — Li staris tuthore [tutahore] apud la fenestro. - He stood a whole hour by the window. — He stood for an entire hour by
the window.

povas pagi — pagi povas — [pagi povas]-A — pagipova - can pay — having the ability to pay
=such that one is able to pay

When a short phrase is expressed using a verb ending or an O-ending, the ending represents a sort of hidden idea. The meaning of the ending must be learned separately
for every word of that type:

per laboro — [per laboro]-(akiri}-| — perlabori - by means of work — perlabori

=to acquire through work (to earn). The verbal ending represents the hidden idea of "acquisition”. Perlabori is in no way related to the verb labori, but comes from
the phrase per laboro(by means of work). In labori the meaning of the action is simply LABOR. In perlabori the action is "aquisition”.

fisojn kapti — [fiSojn kapti]-(provi)-1 — fiskapti - to catch fish —

=to try to catch fish, to fish

tri anguloj — [tri anguloj]-(figuro)-O — triangulo - three angles —triangle

=figure with three angles

sub tegmento — [sub tegmento]-(ambro/loko)-0 — subtegmento - under a roof —attic

=room or place under the roof (not subtegmenteje, because what comes before the suffix EJ, must show something that is found or occurs in the place)

per fortoj — [per fortoj]-(trudo)-0 — perforto - through strength, force — violence
=imposing one's own will through farce

unu tago kaj unu nokto — [unu tago (kaj) unu noktol-(periodo)-0 — tagnokto - one day and one night —diurnal
=a 24-hour period, diurnal

la pli multaj — [pli multaj]-(grupo)-0 — plimulto - the most —majority
=a group which is more numerous (than another)
mil jaroj — [mil jaroj]-(periodo)-0 — miljaro - thousand years — millenium

= a period of a thousand years. The combination jarmilo and the phrase word miljaro have exactly the same meaning. Both are correct but they constructed on two
different principals. However combinations are generally more common and more basic, and therefore in the end the combination jarmilo has becorne more
popular.

The phrases putinto a word are also used as prefix elements of combinations. The main element is usually a suffix;



la sama ideo — [sama ideo]-AN-O — samideano - the same idea — fellow-thinker

= type of membership or belonging to those with the same idea

altaj montoj — [altaj montof]-AR-O — altmontaro - high mountains — high mountain range

=range of high mountains

sub (la) maro — [sub maro]-5IP-0 — submarsipo - under (the)ocean — submarine
= a ship which can go under the surface of the ocean

en liton — [en liton]-1G-1 — enlitigi - into bed — to put to bed

"to cause into bed", place into bed

A more extreme and rarer form of compounding is making a word from a quote. In this type of word building which is similar to making a word from a phrase, a word is
made from an entire statement (real or imagined). In those cases the whole words of the citation are retained, inclusive of their endings: "Vivu!" — [vivu]-(krii}-l — vivui= to
shout "vivu!", to greet someone with the cry "vivu!". Note that the U-ending stays. Ordinary words can't have two word class endings one after the other. But vivui is not an
ordinary word. It is a quotation made into a word and the U-ending is absolutely necessary to the meaning. "Ne forgesu min!" — [ne forgesu min]-{floro)-0 —
neforgesumino= Forget-me-not, a flower of the genus Myosotis (la name comes from the blue color of the flour which is a symbaol of fidelity in love)

Affixes

A small group of roots (around 40) are called affixes. They are roots that are used mainly in compound or constructed words. Some of them are suffixes - affixes used at
the end of a word, appearing after other roots. Others are prefixes - affixes coming at the beginning of a word, before other roots.

Mainly, tradition has decided which roots are considered affixes. However, one could say that an affix is a root for which special word building rules are valid. Some of
the traditional affixes, by this definition, are ordinary roots. In the preceding explanations of ardinary word building there were some examples with roots which are
traditionally called affixes.

The majority of suffixes function as the main element of a combination. What stands before the suffix is a specifying prefix. But for the majority of suffixes there is a special
rule which limits the possible relationship between the main element and the prefix. For ordinary roots there are no such limits.

The suffixes AC, CJ, EG, ET, IN, N) and UM do not at all behave that way. Word created with this suffixes are neither combinations nor phrasewords. These suffixes therefore
are true affixes.

The majority of prefixes function as a specifying preceding element of a combination. That which stands after the prefix is the main element, whose meaning becomes
more specific through the prefix. But usually there is a special rule which limits the possible relationships between the prefix and the main element.

However the prefixes GE and MAL do not behave in that way. GE and MAL change the meaning of the following element so radically that it can not be explained as an
ordinary combination (nor as a word phrase). Therefore GE and MAL are true affixes.

In principle one can also use any affixial morpheme as an ordinary root. Some affixes are even quite commonly used that way. Others, C] and NJ for example, are rarely
used as ordinary roots. Some examples of that usage appears in the following explanations about various affixes.

With affixes one normally does not use a linking ending such as in dormoéambro. For example, we do not say ekokari, eksosekretario, Sipoestre. A linking element is used
with affixes only when it is more ar less necessary to the meaning or for comprehension, as in unuaeco, antatenigi. posteulo.



The participial suffixesANT, INT, ONT, AT, IT kaj OT behave in a particular way.

Some roots, which are ordinarily not classified as affixes, behave nonetheless in a matter similar to prefixes or suffixes. These may be referred to as affix-type elements.



